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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 48-52, 59 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dalton et al (US 6,070,990). 

Regarding claim 48, Dalton et al ('990) discloses a flashlight comprising of a light 
emitting diode 36 having a first and second leads 38, 40, a power source 30 having a 
first and second side, a body 21 made of translucent material (column 2, lines 14-20) to 
receive the battery (figure 3) and column 3, lines 1-9 teaches that a switch is operable 
to closes a circuit including a light source and power supply. 

Regarding claims 49, 50, 51 and 60, Dalton et al discloses that the body 21, at 
least one sides covers 12, is made of translucent material, and at least one cover is 
made of a polycarbonate (column 2, lines 12-20). 

Regarding claim 52 Dalton discloses a decorative element 20 is placed beneath 
on translucent side cover (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 59, Dalton et al in figure 3 shows how the frames and side 
covers are integrally formed together. 
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Claim 62 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dalton et ai 
(US 6,070,990). 

Regarding claim 62, Dalton et al ('990) discloses a flashlight comprising of a light 
emitting diode 36 having a first and second leads 38, 40, a power source 30 having a 
first and second side, a body 21 made of translucent material (column 2, lines 14-20) to 
receive the battery (figure 3) and column 3, lines 1-9 teaches that a switch is operable 
to closes a circuit including a light source and power supply. 

Claims 65, 66 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Dalton et al (US 6,070,990). 

Regarding claim 65, Dalton et al ('990) discloses a flashlight comprising of a light 
emitting diode 36 having a first and second leads 38, 40, a power source 30 having a 
first and second side, a body 21 made of translucent material (column 2, lines 14-20) to 
receive the battery (figure 3) and column 3, lines 1-9 teaches that a switch is operable 
to closes a circuit including a light source and power supply. 

Regarding claim 66 Dalton et al discloses a decorative element 20 is placed 
beneath on translucent side cover (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 70, Dalton et al in figure 3 shows how the frames and side 
covers are integrally formed together. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 53-58, 60, 61, 63 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dalton et al as applied to claims 49 and 52 above, and further in view 
of Vandenbelt et al (US 5,457,613) and in view of Holat (US 6,036,810). 

Regarding claims 53-58, 60, 61 , 63 and 64 Dalton et al discloses all the 
limitations of the claimed invention as cited above including a light source, body and 
power source, but does not discloses the a decorative foil placed beneath at least one 
translucent side cover. 

Regarding claims 53-55, 61 and 63, Vandenbelt et al ('613) discloses a card light 
flashlight comprising of a light source 26, a power source 22, and a cover 54 that 
houses a casing 14 that houses the light source and power source and column 4, lines 
2-7, teaches that an imprinted media may be apply to the casing. 

Regarding claims 53 and 55-57 does not disclose a holographic foil sheet. 

Regarding claims 53 and 55-57, Holat ('810) discloses holographic foil sheet 10 
having a decorative image 12. 

Regarding claims 58, 60 and 64, Vandenbelt in view of Holat does not disclose 
that the covers are dent resistant and made of a polycarbonate. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the casing of a polycarbonate material being dent 
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resistant, since it has been held to be with in the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability of the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the LED flashlight of Dalton et al with the 
decorative flashlight of Vandenbelt et al along with the holographic stamp of Holat in 
order to provide a flashlight that is small and decorative as taught by Vandenbelt 
(column 2, lines 10-15). 

Claims 67-69, and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dalton et al as applied to claims 65 above, and further in view of Vandenbelt et al 
(US 5,457,613) and in view of Holat (US 6,036,810). 

Regarding claims 67-69 and 71 Dalton et al discloses all the limitations of the 
claimed invention as cited above including a light source, body and power source, but 
does not discloses the a decorative foil placed beneath at least one translucent side 
cover. 

Regarding claim 71, Vandenbelt et al ('613) discloses a card light flashlight 
comprising of a light source 26, a power source 22, and a cover 54 that houses a casing 
14 that houses the light source and power source and column 4, lines 2-7, teaches that 
an imprinted media may be apply to the casing. 

Regarding claims 67-68 does not disclose a holographic foil sheet. 
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Regarding claims 67-68, Holat ('810) discloses holographic foil sheet 10 having a 
decorative image 12. 

Regarding claim 69, Vandenbelt in view of Holat does not disclose that the 
covers are dent resistant and made of a polycarbonate. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the casing of a polycarbonate material being dent 
resistant, since it has been held to be with in the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability of the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the LED flashlight of Dalton et al with the 
decorative flashlight of Vandenbelt et al along with the holographic stamp of Holat in 
order to provide a flashlight that is small and decorative as taught by Vandenbelt 
(column 2, lines 10-15). 

Claims 72-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dalton et al in view of Vandenbelt et al (US 5,457,61 3) and in view of Holat (US 
6,036,810). 

Regarding claim 72, Dalton et al ('990) discloses a flashlight comprising of a light 
emitting diode 36 having a first and second leads 38, 40, a power source 30 having a 
first and second side, a body 21 made of translucent material (column 2, lines 14-20) to 
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receive the battery (figure 3) and column 3, lines 1-9 teaches that a switch is operable 
to closes a circuit including a light source and power supply. 

Regarding claims 72-76 Dalton et al discloses all the limitations of the claimed 
invention as cited above including a light source, body and power source, but does not 
discloses the a decorative foil placed beneath at least one translucent side cover. 

Regarding claims 72-73 and 75, Vandenbelt et al ('613) discloses a card light 
flashlight comprising of a light source 26, a power source 22, and a cover 54 that 
houses a casing 14 that houses the light source and power source and column 4, lines 
2-7, teaches that an imprinted media may be apply to the casing. 

Regarding claim 73 does not disclose a holographic foil sheet. 

Regarding claim 73, Holat ('810) discloses holographic foil sheet 10 having a 
decorative image 12. 

Regarding claims 74 and 76, Vandenbelt in view of Holat does not disclose that 
the covers are dent resistant and made of a polycarbonate. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the casing of a polycarbonate material being dent 
resistant, since it has been held to be with in the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability of the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the LED flashlight of Dalton et al with the 
decorative flashlight of Vandenbelt et al along with the holographic stamp of Holat in 
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order to provide a flashlight that is small and decorative as taught by Vandenbelt 
(column 2, lines 10-15). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Ward whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2386. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JAW 

April 13, 2004 
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